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KNOW GOD, KNOW OURSELVES 

This is a Sunday packed with beautiful images, deep-seeded ideas, and a rich 

history. For life-long Lutherans, these things can provoke a sense of pride in our 

denomination, but Reformation Sunday is not “Lutheran Pride Day.” Instead it is a day 

focused on knowing God truthfully and, in light of God’s unbelievable grace, 

understanding who we are as people of faith and children of God. 

Luther spent a great deal of time trying to know who God was and to find ways 

of expressing what he came to know and believe so that others would know God too. 

He used coarse language, drank beer, and wrote hymns using tunes people knew and 

recognized. When he wrote his catechism he used language his small son could 

understand. He even translated the Bible into the language people spoke. Truth about 

God and our faith, as complex as it is, should be something we can grasp and wrestle 

with. 

Reformation Sunday is certainly a festival day where we celebrate and remember 

our history, but it should also be a day to reexamine our faith. Part of that is recognizing 

the truth about our inadequacies, our failings, and our sinfulness. The law is like a mirror 

in a room with intense fluorescent lights; it shows us who we are with every flaw and 

wrinkle. But God doesn’t look at us in that mirror. The truth about God brings us new 

knowledge about ourselves. God shines a new light on us, forgiving and forgetting our 

iniquities and sins. 

The message of Reformation Sunday is God’s love for us. It is a love that frees us 

and redefines us as people of God and as members of the whole body of Christ. In God’s 

eyes, we are beautiful. 
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Ministers                 The People of Redeemer    
Pastor                     The Rev. Elise T. Stringer  
Parish Administrator                    Mrs. Jackie Pitts 
Director of Music Ministries              Mrs. Donna Cotter  
 

Welcome to Redeemer Lutheran Church in the name of Christ our Lord.  

Today we celebrate the Reformation, and the receiving of New Members into the 
mission and ministry we share at Redeemer! 

 
WE WARMLY WELCOME ALL WHO WORSHIP WITH US this Reformation Sunday 
after Pentecost. It is our hope and prayer that the God who destroyed death and made 
new life possible on this day will touch and transform your life for all the days to come. 
If you are a guest, please sign the Guest Register in the Narthex.  If you have any 
questions, our ushers will be happy to help you.  

 
IF YOU ARE SEEKING A CHURCH HOME, we invite you to consider making 
Redeemer that home. For more information about Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
becoming a member, and sharing your gifts in ministry, please speak with Pastor Elise 
or contact Jackie Pitts at (864) 877-5876.  
      
ROOTED IN THE PAST AND GROWING INTO THE FUTURE, THE CHURCH 

MUST ALWAYS BE REFORMED IN ORDER TO LIVE OUT THE LOVE OF CHRIST 

IN AN EVER-CHANGING WORLD. We celebrate the Good News of God’s grace, that 

Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the 

freedom given to us in Baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will unite more 

fully in worship and mission. 

 

 

WE ENTER THIS SANCTUARY WITH REVERENCE FOR GOD  
AND RESPECT FOR THOSE WHO MAY BE IN PRAYER.  

PLEASE SILENCE ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES.  
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PRELUDE                                                                                            Donna Cotter, Organist 
 

 

The prelude is a time for QUIET reflection and prayer. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE DAY 
 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the People of God.  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS       
 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at Baptism. 
 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and 
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN                                 LIFT HIGH THE CROSS                                      ELW #660 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE                                                                                                                            ELW p. 138 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                                                                             ELW p. 139 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray: Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews 
the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us 
steadfast in your word, protect and comfort us in times of trial, defend us against all 
enemies of the Gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

We Sit 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON                                                          Pastor Elise Stringer 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING:   Jeremiah 31:31-34 
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to live upright lives. To know 
the Lord means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only 
because the Lord will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets. (not read aloud) 
 

A reading from Jeremiah 31: 
 

31 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I 
made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land 
of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33 But 
this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the 
Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts, and I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall they teach one another or say to 
each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest, says the Lord, for I will forgive their iniquity and remember their sin no more. 

 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: 46  
The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. (Ps. 46:7) 
 

 1 God is our ref- | uge and strength, 
  a very present | help in trouble. 
 2 Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved, 
  and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea; 
 3 though its waters | rage and foam, 
  and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult. 
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 4 There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God, 
  the holy habitation of | the Most High. 
 5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken; 
  God shall help it at the | break of day. 
 6 The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake; 
  God speaks, and the earth | melts away.  
 7 The LORD of | hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. 
 8 Come now, regard the works | of the LORD, 
  what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth; 
 9 behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world; 
  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the | shields with fire. 
 10 “Be still, then, and know that | I am God; 
  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted | in the earth.” 
 11 The LORD of | hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob | is our stronghold.  
 

SECOND READING:  Romans 3:19-28 
Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders. No human beings make 
themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with God through the divine 
activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus 
Christ. (not read aloud) 
 

A reading from Romans Chapter 3: 
 

     19 Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, 
so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world may be held accountable to 
God. 20 For no human will be justified before him by deeds prescribed by the law, for 
through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart from the law, the 
righteousness of God has been disclosed and is attested by the Law and the Prophets, 
22 the righteousness of God through the faith of Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there 
is no distinction, 23 since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are 
now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through 
faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he 
had passed over the sins previously committed; 26 it was to demonstrate at the present 
time his own righteousness, so that he is righteous and he justifies the one who has the 
faith of Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through what kind of 
law? That of works? No, rather through the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is 
justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 

 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                       ELW p. 142 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL: John 8:31-36 
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the truth that sets 
people free from sin.  
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 8th Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

      31 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you 
are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 
33 They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to 
anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
  34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave 
to sin. 35 The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place 
there forever. 36 So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

THE SERMON                                         Pastor Elise Stringer 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                  CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT                                    ELW #715 
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WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS TO THE CONGREGATION 
 
Following the hymn of the day, New Members being welcomed, their Sponsors, and Pastor gather at the Font. 
 

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these brothers and sisters, 
one with us in the body of Christ, whom we welcome as New Members into the lifelong 
ministry of God’s love here at Redeemer. They come to us from different parts of the 
country, as well as varying denominations and faith journeys. 
 
A representative of the congregation or the presiding minister may introduce each new member or household. 

 

Bob and Debbie Beckwith 
Congregational Sponsors: Joyce and Tom Frid  

 
David and Lyn Turner 

Congregational Sponsor: The Rev. Kevin and Kathy Koger 
 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
The presiding minister may introduce the Creed. 
 

Together with the congregation and the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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ADDRESS AND QUESTIONS 
The presiding minister addresses those being welcomed. 

 
In Baptism, we are welcomed into the Body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of 
God. We are called to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the Word of God and 
share in the Lord’s Supper, to proclaim the Good News of God in Christ through word 
and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice 
and peace in all the earth. 
 
The minister addresses the New Members. 

Sisters and brothers in Christ, do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism 
among God’s people in this place? 
 
New Members: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 
The minister addresses the assembly. 

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for these new members in their life 
in Christ? 
 
Congregation: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 
PRAYER 
Offered by the Assisting Minister. 

 
We give you thanks for our new members whom you have drawn to yourself by the 
love of Jesus Christ, and whom we have welcomed into this household of faith. Keep us 
close together in your Spirit, in the breaking of bread and the prayers, and in service to 
others. May we continue to grow together in the lifelong family ministry of God’s love 
at Redeemer. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
WELCOME 
The Pastor addresses the assembly. 

 
Let us welcome these sisters and brothers in Christ to this family of faith. 
 
Congregation: We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give 
thanks and praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the world. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Offered by the Assisting Minister  

 
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the 
world. 
 
A brief silence. 

 
As we celebrate Reformation Sunday, we remember the witness of Martin Luther and 
the reformers of the church in every generation. Empower us to continue the work of 
reform and renewal in our own day. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 
We pray for the healing of natural places spoiled by pollution and human greed. Give 
all living creatures access to safe land, water, and air. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 
 
We pray for our criminal justice systems and all those whose lives are affected by them. 
Give wisdom, discernment and protection to police, probation officers, judges, and 
attorneys; give courage and peace to prisoners and those formerly incarcerated. Hear us, 
O God. Your mercy is great. 

 
We ask your blessing upon all people who have been harmed by the church and its 
leaders, that the truth may make them free. We pray for the relief of all those who are 
sick or suffering, especially those on our prayer board and those we name before you 
now in our hearts and on our lips. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 
We give thanks for those exploring or returning to a life of faith, and to a community 
within the Church. Encourage and guide them, that they may find their hope in you. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
With gratitude, we remember those disciples who paved the way for us and all of our 
beloved dead. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in 
our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
 

We share a sign of peace with others as we are comfortable. We sit.  
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

   
MUSICAL OFFERING                                                                                  Redeemer Choir 
 
OFFERING HYMN              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER  
Offered by the Assisting minister and congregation.  

 
Let us pray: God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 
All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our 
abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and 
always. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Presiding Minister greets the congregation and invites all present to give thanks. 

 

The Lord be with you.                                     And also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts.         We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.      It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
that we should at all times and in all places  
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,  
through our Savior Jesus Christ;  
who on this day overcame death and the grave,  
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  
And so, with all the choirs of angels,  
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                         ELW P. 144 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover  
from death to life, as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!  Amen. 
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COMMUNION HYMN:                  LAMB OF GOD                    ELW P. 146 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
HYMNS DURING COMMUNION    
Congregation is encouraged to sing. 
 

THE KING OF LOVE MY SHEPHERD IS                                                                                      ELW #502 

BREAD OF LIFE FROM HEAVEN                                                                                                          ELW #474 

AS WE GATHER AT YOUR TABLE                                                                                                          ELW #522 

  
POST COMMUNION BLESSING   
Please stand. 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   
Offered by Assisting Minister. 
 

Let us pray: Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and 
abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us 
living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose 
name we pray. Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

BLESSING 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
  
REDEEMER’S MISSION  
 

Redeemer's Mission is: A lifelong family ministry of God’s love! 
 

SENDING HYMN              A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD                        ELW #504 

                                                                        (printed on next page) 
 

DISMISSAL    
Offered by Assisting Minister. 
 

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 

POSTLUDE                                                                                 Donna Cotter, Organist 
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Serving Today 
Ushers:    Tom Lewis and Aaron Cornwell 
Greeters:    David Henderson and Kyle Henderson 
Assisting Minister:  Chuck Pegram 
Lector 1:    Janet Thomas 
Lector 2:    Joyce Frid 
Acolyte:    Clara Cotter 
Crucifer:    Colin Felicia  
Cantor:    Jeffrey Stringer 
Counters:    Rev. Kevin Koger and Harold Neel 
Altar Guild:    Barbara Tate 
Flowers:   Given by Brad and Brenda VanPutten in honor of their 

Wedding Anniversary 
Sheepdogs:    Michael Miller, Brian Ginsberg, Phil Rhoads, and Renee Phillips 
   Trunk or Treat 3:00-5:00pm 
   JJ Johnson  
   Devin Jackson 
Nursery:    Kim Zumstein and Aurie Dill  

Serving Next Week – November 1, 2026 
Ushers:    Chuck Pegram and Chase Dill 
Greeters:    Lori Gellatly and Sonny Lybrand 
Assisting Minister:  Catharine Kirby 
Lector 1:    Lyn Turner 
Lector 2:    Al Ludwigson 
Acolyte:    Poppy Lanning 
Crucifer:    Hannah Hester 
Cantor:    Chrissy Bristow 
Counters:    Chuck Pegram and Courtney Childers 
Altar Guild:    Brenda Van Putten 
Flowers:   Given by John and Gayle Gremillion 
Sheepdogs:    Michael Lybrand, Sonny Lybrand, Seth Brandt,  
                                         and Devin Jackson 
   LCY -  
Nursery:    Chrissy Bristow and Lily Childers 

NOTES 
    


