SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

+ September 20, 2026 +
10:00 am

| So the LAST
.' : WI'// éé ‘

FIRST

ma tlhe FIRST
LAST.

Matthew 20:1-16
i

Redeemer Lutheran Church
300 O’Neal Road
Greer, South Carolina

Office (864) 877-5876




DISCOMFORT: SIGN OF GRACE?

Poor Jonah. The guy never could get comfortable. He was uncomfortable with his
God-given call to preach to Nineveh; he was uncomfortable in the arms of the sailors as
they hoisted him over the boat’s edge and tossed him into the sea; he was uncomfortable
as the ocean’s raging waves flung him about like flotsam; he was —undoubtedly —
uncomfortable in the fish’s belly; and he was uncomfortable and downright angry with
God’s mercy on the people of Nineveh. Jonah had a hard time getting comfortable with
himself, and, even more so, Jonah was uneasy embracing the wideness of God’s grace.

The same can be said about the laborers in Jesus’ parable here in Matthew 20. The
laborers who came in the early morning hours grumbled against the landowner because
they were paid the same as others who started later and worked fewer hours. These
laborers are ill-at-ease with the landowner’s choice “to give to this last the same as I give
to you” (Matt. 20:14). Like Jonah, they are uncomfortable with the unchecked mercy
offered by the landowner/God. God doesn’t play by our rules, and that can be very
discomforting for us all.

Our discomfort with grace manifests itself in all sorts of ways. It can be
discomforting for us to engage the poor and the outcast of our society. It can be
discomforting for us to welcome outsiders into our communities. It can be discomforting
to address the pain, anger, and racism around us us. And it can be very discomforting
for us to open our lives to the transforming power of the cross of Christ, whereby “the
last will be first, and the first will be last” (Matt. 20:16).

Could it be that the more uncomfortable we become with the reckless love of God,

the closer we are to understanding the meaning of grace?




Ministers The People of Redeemer

Pastor The Rev. Elise T. Stringer
Parish Administrator Mrs. Jackie Pitts
Director of Music Ministries Mrs. Donna Cotter

Welcome to Redeemer Lutheran Church in the name of Christ our Lord.

WE WARMLY WELCOME ALL WHO WORSHIP WITH US this Seventeenth Sunday
after Pentecost. It is our hope and prayer that the God who destroyed death and made
new life possible on this day will touch and transform your life for all the days to come.
If you are a guest, please sign the Guest Register in the Narthex. If you have any
questions, our ushers will be happy to help you.

IF YOU ARE SEEKING A CHURCH HOME, we invite you to consider making
Redeemer that home. For more information about Redeemer Lutheran Church,
becoming a member, and sharing your gifts in ministry, please speak with Pastor Elise
or contact Jackie Pitts at (864) 877-5876. We will receive New Members again on
Reformation Sunday, October 25, 2026.

MATTHEW NARRATES ONE OF JESUS” CONTROVERSIAL PARABLES IN
WHICH JESUS SAYS THAT THE REIGN OF GOD IS LIKE THAT OF A
LANDOWNER WHO PAYS HIS WORKERS THE SAME WAGE NO MATTER
WHAT TIME OF DAY THEY BEGAN TO WORK. When God changes God’s mind
about punishing Nineveh for their evil ways, Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious and
merciful, abounding in steadfast love. In baptism we receive the grace of God that is
freely given to all. As Martin Luther wrote, in the presence of God’s mercy we are all

beggars.

WE ENTER THIS SANCTUARY WITH REVERENCE FOR GOD
AND RESPECT FOR THOSE WHO MAY BE IN PRAYER.
PLEASE SILENCE ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES.



PRELUDE Donna Cotter, Organist

The prelude is a time for QUIET reflection and prayer.

ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE DAY

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the People of God.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at Baptism.

In the name of the Father,
and of the * Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the
name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.




GATHERING HYMN LORD OF LIGHT
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Text: Howell E. Lewis, 1860-1953, alt.

Music: ABBOT'S LEIGH, Cyril V. Taylor, 1907-1991

Text © Union of Welsh Independents.

Music © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE ELW p. 138
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Assisting minister

ELW p. 139
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray: Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your
servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment,
and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

We Sit
CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Elise Stringer

WORD

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Jonah 3:10—4:11

After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God decided to spare the city. Jonah objected to
this and became even more angry when God ordered a worm to destroy a plant that was providing shade. The
book ends with a question that challenges any who are not ready to forgive: You, Jonah, are all worked up about
a bush, but shouldn’t I be concerned about a hundred and twenty thousand Ninevites? (not read aloud)

A reading from Jonah Chapter 3:

10When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their
evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring
upon them, and he did not do it.
41 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2He prayed to the
LORD and said, “O LORD! Is this not what I said while I was still in my own country?
That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning, for I knew that you are a gracious and
merciful God, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from
punishment. 3 And now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to
die than to live.” # And the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” > Then Jonah went
out of the city and sat down east of the city and made a booth for himself there. He sat
under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city.
¢The LORD God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade
over his head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very happy about the bush.
7But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush,
so that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun
beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He
said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” ?But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you
to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” 1 Then the LORD
said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and which you
did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night.




11 And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there
are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right
hand from their left and also many animals?”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: 145:1-8
The Lord is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. (Ps. 145:8)

1T will exalt you, my | God and king,

and bless your name forev- | er and ever.

2Every day | will I bless you
and praise your name forev- | er and ever.

3Great is the Lord and greatly | to be praised!
There is no end | to your greatness.

4 One generation shall praise your works | to another
and shall de- | clare your power. R

5] will speak of the glorious splendor | of your majesty
and all your | marvelous works.

¢ They shall tell of the might of your | wondrous acts,
and I will re- | count your greatness.

7They shall publish the remembrance of | your great goodness;
they shall sing joyfully | of your righteousness.

8 The Lord is gracious and full | of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love.

SECOND READING: Philippians 14:21-30

Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about the outcome of his imprisonment, he is
committed to the ministry of the gospel and calls on the Philippians to live lives that reflect and enhance the gospel
mission. (not read aloud)

A reading from Philippians Chapter 14:

21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If [ am to live in the flesh, that means
fruitful labor for me, yet I cannot say which I will choose. 2T am hard pressed between
the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better, ¢ but to remain
in the flesh is more necessary for you.  Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will
remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, ¢ so that, by my
presence again with you, your boast might abound in Christ Jesus because of me.



27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether
I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing
firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel 2 and in
no way frightened by those opposing you. For them, this is evidence of their destruction
but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 2 For he has graciously granted you the
privilege not only of believing in Christ but of suffering for him as well, 3 since you are
having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW p. 142
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GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16

Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption that God rewards people
according to what they have earned or deserve.

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 20t Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ' “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who
went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. > After agreeing with the
laborers for a denarius for the day, he sent them into his vineyard. ®* When he went out
about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, * and he said to them,
“You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went.
>When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. © And
about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around, and he said to them,
‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ ” They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired
us.” He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” ® When evening came, the owner
of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning
with the last and then going to the first.” ® When those hired about five o’clock came,
each of them received a denarius. ' Now when the first came, they thought they would
receive more; but each of them also received a denarius.
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' And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, '”saying,
“These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne
the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” '° But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I
am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? '“ Take what belongs
to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. > Am I not allowed
to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am
generous?’ 1°So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

THE SERMON Pastor Elise Stringer
HYMN OF THE DAY THERE’S A WIDENESS IN GOD’S MERCY ELW #588
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But we make this love too nar - row by false lim-its of our own;
Make our love, O God, more faith-ful; let us take you at your word,
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There 1s no place where earth’s fail - ings have such kind-ly judg-ment giv'n.
there is room for fresh cre - a - tions in that up-per home of bliss.
and we mag-mi - fy its  strict-ness with a zeal God will not own.
and our lives will  be thanks-giv - ing for the good-ness of the Lord.

Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, alt.
Music: LORD, REVIVE US, North American, 19th cent.



APOSTLES’ CREED

Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles” Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Offered by the Assisting Minister

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that
God hears us.

A brief silence.

Move your church throughout the world away from judging and despising others. Lead
us to embody the forgiveness you have given us in Jesus. Hear us, O God. Your mercy
is great.

Hold your church accountable for our unwillingness to share your Good News and our

anger at your generosity to others. Nourish us by your grace to be witnesses to your
love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
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Guide scientists and researchers studying responses to the climate crisis so that all your
creation may inspire us to give thanks for your great goodness. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.

Show employers the benefits of equal pay standards for all their employees. Reconcile
conflicts between employees. Fill places of employment with fellowship and bring an
end to employment disparity. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Encourage any who cannot work or who cannot work a full day with the truth that their
value comes from your everlasting love for them. Provide for those who are injured, ill,
and for all in any need, especially those on our prayer board and those we name before
you now. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Strengthen all those in this congregation whose labor serves the needs of others in the
community. Inspire all in this congregation to support community endeavors with our
time and talents. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Comfort us with the promise of the Resurrection as we remember all our loved ones
whose desire to be with Jesus is fulfilled. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else
you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

We share a sign of peace with others as we are comfortable. We sit.
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FAITH

PEOPLE

POSSIBILITY
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MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

MUSICAL OFFERING ‘TIS A GIFT TO BE SIMPLE Redeemer Choir
OFFERING HYMN
Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Song
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OFFERING PRAYER
Offered by the Assisting minister and congregation.

Let us pray: God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our
abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and

always. Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Presiding Minister greets the congregation and invites all present to give thanks.

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELWPp. 144
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover
from death to life, as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! Amen.

COMMUNION HYMN: LAMB OF GOD ELW p. 146
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HYMNS DURING COMMUNION
Congregation is encouraged to sing.
ABIDE WITH ME ELW #629
LORD JESUS CHRIST, BE PRESENT NOW ELW #527
AS WE GATHER AT YOUR TABLE ELW #522

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

Please stand.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Offered by Assisting Minister.

Let us pray: Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and
abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us
living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose

name we pray. Amen.
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SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
Amen.

REDEEMER’S MISSION

Redeemer's Mission is: A lifelong family ministry of God’s love!

SENDING HYMN LORD OF ALL HOPEFULLNESS ELW #765
(printed on next page)

DISMISSAL

Offered by Assisting Minister.

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God. Amen.

POSTLUDE Donna Cotter, Organist
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Lord of All Hopefulness
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2 Lord of all ea - ger - ness, Lord of all faith,
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whose trust, ev - er child - like, no cares could de stroy:
whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe:
your hands swift to wel - come, your arms to em - brace:
whose voice 18 con - tent-ment, whose pres-ence 1is balm:
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be there at our wak - ing, and give us, we pray,
be there at our la - bors, and give us, we pray,
be there at our hom - ing, and give us, we pray,
be there at our sleep-ing, and give us, we pray,
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your bliss in  our  hearts, Lord, at the break of  the day.
your strength in  our  hearts, Lord, at the noon of  the day.
your love in our  hearts, Lord, at the eve of  the day.
your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of  the day.

Text: Jan Struther, 1901-1953

Music: SLANE, Irish traditional
Text © Oxford University Press 1931,
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Serving Today

Ushers: Aaron Cornwell and Gordon Johnson

Greeters: John and Sharon Fouke

Assisting Minister:  Catharine Kirby

Lector 1: Heather Hester

Lector 2: David Henderson

Acolyte: Poppy Lanning

Crucifer: Aurie Dill

Cantor: Heather Hester

Counters: Cyndi Celinskis and Jennifer Tierce

Altar Guild: Barbara Tate

Flowers: Given by Sam and Jeri Kleckley in honor of their grandson,
Clayton’s, first birthday

Sheepdogs: Seth Brandt, Tom Lewis, and Beto Damian
LCY 4-6pm ?

Nursery: April Jackson and Lily Childers

Serving Next Week - September 27, 2026

Ushers:

Greeters:

Assisting Minister:  Pat Kirchman

Lector 1:

Lector 2:

Acolyte:

Crucifer:

Cantor:

Counters: Cyndi Celinskis and Jennifer Tierce

Altar Guild: Sharon Fouke and Janet Kelk

Flowers: Given by

Sheepdogs: Phil Rhoads, BJ King, and JJ Johnson

Nursery: Chrissy Bristow and Harper Meloon

NOTES
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