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NEW PERSPECTIVE 

 

Being a disciple requires an expansive perspective on forgiveness. Today our 

perspective is broadened by the Good News that God’s forgiveness is not based on our 

idea of fairness, but rather on abundant, unimaginable grace. God “[has] not dealt with 

us according to our sins, nor repaid us according to our iniquities” (Ps. 103:10). The king 

forgives our entire debt, no matter how enormous it is (Matt. 18:23-27). We also are 

challenged to stretch our perspective and forgive each other. With Peter, we learn to stop 

keeping score (Matt. 18:21-22). 

It’s not an easy thing to do. Again and again we fall back on limited human 

understandings of what is “fair.” Looking at the story of Joseph and his brothers, it’s 

easy for us to say that his brothers really didn’t deserve forgiveness. Even their plea for 

forgiveness is dishonest and manipulative—have they really repented (Gen. 50:15-17)? 

Joseph takes the wider view and realizes that it isn’t his brothers’ intentions that matter, 

but God’s. God’s forgiveness is much greater than what is fair, what we deserve. 

So what does this new, broadened perspective look like in the lives of Christians 

and congregations? Paul provides a pragmatic glimpse: “Those who eat must not 

despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who 

eat, for God has welcomed them” (Rom. 14:3). If all are truly welcomed by God, we are 

called to share the good news of that welcome in all we say and do. 
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Ministers                 The People of Redeemer    
Pastor                     The Rev. Elise T. Stringer  
Parish Administrator                    Mrs. Jackie Pitts 
Director of Music Ministries              Mrs. Donna Cotter  
 

Welcome to Redeemer Lutheran Church in the name of Christ our Lord. 

 
WE WARMLY WELCOME ALL WHO WORSHIP WITH US this Sixteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost. It is our hope and prayer that the God who destroyed death and made 
new life possible on this day will touch and transform your life for all the days to come. 
If you are a guest, please sign the Guest Register in the Narthex.  If you have any 
questions, our ushers will be happy to help you.  

 
IF YOU ARE SEEKING A CHURCH HOME, we invite you to consider making 
Redeemer that home. For more information about Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
becoming a member, and sharing your gifts in ministry, please speak with Pastor Elise 
or contact Jackie Pitts at (864) 877-5876. We will receive New Members again on 
Reformation Sunday, October 25, 2026. 
      
IN TODAY’S SECOND READING PAUL QUESTIONS WHY WE JUDGE ONE 

ANOTHER, SINCE WE ALL STAND BEFORE THE JUDGMENT OF GOD. Yet we 

do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive seventy-seven times 

reveals God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and 

sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be signs of reconciliation in 

the world. 
 

 

WE ENTER THIS SANCTUARY WITH REVERENCE FOR GOD  
AND RESPECT FOR THOSE WHO MAY BE IN PRAYER.  

PLEASE SILENCE ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES.  
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PRELUDE                                                                                            Donna Cotter, Organist 
 

 

The prelude is a time for QUIET reflection and prayer. 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE DAY 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the People of God.  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS       
 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at Baptism. 
 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and 
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN       ALL CREATURES, WORSHIP GOD MOST HIGH!      ELW #835 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE                                                                                                                            ELW p. 138 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                                                                             ELW p. 139 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray: O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of 
forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we 
may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

We Sit 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON                                                          Pastor Elise Stringer 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING:   Genesis: 50:15-21 
After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they had done against him. You 
intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an opportunity to do good and save many lives. (not 
read aloud) 
  

A reading from Genesis Chapter 50: 
 

15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still 
bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to 
him?” 16 So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he 
died, 17 ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they 
did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God 
of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers also wept, fell 
down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do 
not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20 Even though you intended to do harm to me, 
God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing 
today. 21 So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way 
he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: 103:[1-7] 8-13 
I desire the path of your commandments. (Ps. 119:35) 
 

 1 Bless the LORD, | O my soul, 
  and all that is within me, bless God’s | holy name. 
 2 Bless the LORD, | O my soul, 
  and forget not | all God’s benefits— 
 3 who forgives | all your sins 
  and heals all | your diseases; 
 4 who redeems your life | from the grave 
  and crowns you with steadfast | love and mercy;  
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 5 who satisfies your desires | with good things 
  so that your youth is renewed | like an eagle’s. 
 6 O LORD, you provide | vindication 
  and justice for all who | are oppressed. 
 7 You made known your | ways to Moses 
  and your works to the chil- | dren of Israel. 
]  8 LORD, you are full of compas- | sion and mercy, 
  slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love;  
 9 you will not al- | ways accuse us, 
  nor will you keep your an- | ger forever. 
 10 You have not dealt with us according | to our sins, 
  nor repaid us according to | our iniquities. 
 11 For as the heavens are high a- | bove the earth, 
  so great is your steadfast love for | those who fear you. 
 12 As far as the east is | from the west, 
  so far have you removed our transgres- | sions from us. 
 13 As a father has compassion | for his children, 
  so you have compassion for those who fear | you, O LORD 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12 
This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us understand that despite 
different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not judge one another. All Christians belong to the Lord 
Jesus Christ who died for all of us and will judge each of us. (not read aloud) 
 
A reading from Romans Chapter 14: 
 

1 Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over 
opinions. 2 Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3 Those 
who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass 
judgment on those who eat, for God has welcomed them. 4 Who are you to pass 
judgment on slaves of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And 
they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 
     5 Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be 
alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6 Those who observe the day, 
observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to 
God, while those who abstain, abstain for the Lord and give thanks to God. 
7 For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 

8 If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether 
we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and lived 
again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.   
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10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you 
despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of 
God. 11 For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every 
tongue shall give praise to God.” 12 So then, each one of us will be held accountable. 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                       ELW p. 142 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35 
When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests human forgiveness 
should mirror the unlimited mercy of God. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 18th Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

21 Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how 
often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, 
but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the 
reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him, 25 and, as he 
could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and 
all his possessions and payment to be made. 26 So the slave fell on his knees before him, 
saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for 
him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But that same slave, 
as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, 
and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’  

29 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, 
and I will pay you.’ 30 But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he 
would pay the debt. 31 When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were 
greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place.  
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32 Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you 
all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your 
fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his lord handed him over to be 
tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35 So my heavenly Father will also do to 
every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
THE SERMON                                         Pastor Elise Stringer 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY             WHERE CHARITY AND LOVE PREVAIL               ELW #359 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Offered by the Assisting Minister  
 
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that 
God hears us.  
 
A brief silence. 
 
Move your church throughout the world away from judging and despising others. Lead 
us to embody the forgiveness you have given us in Jesus. Hear us, O God. Your mercy 
is great. 
 
The endless beauty of your creation reminds us of your mercy. Protect those who care 
for farms and ranches. Guide those who lead us to wonder at your creation. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 

 



13 

 

Raise up leaders to hold all in authority accountable for any misuse of the power 
entrusted to them. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 
Calm the fears of all in need with your promises. Compassionately free the lives of any 
who feel bound by their failures. Remember your children in need especially those on 
our prayer board and those we name before you now. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 
 
Ground this congregation in the welcome you show us in forgiving our sin. Inspire each 
of us to welcome others for your honor and glory. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
With you is found the joy and promise of eternal life. Keep us in that joy as we remember 
all those who have gone before us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else 
you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
 

We share a sign of peace with others as we are comfortable. We sit. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

   
MUSICAL OFFERING                            GRACE                                       Redeemer Choir 
 
OFFERING HYMN              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER  
Offered by the Assisting minister and congregation.  

 
Let us pray: God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 
All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our 
abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and 
always. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Presiding Minister greets the congregation and invites all present to give thanks. 

 

The Lord be with you.                                     And also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts.         We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.      It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
that we should at all times and in all places  
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,  
through our Savior Jesus Christ;  
who on this day overcame death and the grave,  
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  
And so, with all the choirs of angels,  
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                 ELW P. 144 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover  
from death to life, as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!  Amen. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN:                LAMB OF GOD                          ELW p. 146 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HYMNS DURING COMMUNION    
Congregation is encouraged to sing. 
 

I COME WITH JOY                                                                                                                                           ELW #482 

JESU, JESU, FILL US WITH YOUR LOVE                                                                                             ELW #708 

AS WE GATHER AT YOUR TABLE                                                                                                          ELW #522 
  

POST COMMUNION BLESSING   
Please stand. 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   
Offered by Assisting Minister. 
 

Let us pray: Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and 
abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us 
living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose 
name we pray. Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BLESSING 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
  
REDEEMER’S MISSION  
 
Redeemer's Mission is: A lifelong family ministry of God’s love! 
  
SENDING HYMN                 GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS                                  ACS #1000 

                                                                        (printed on next page) 

 
DISMISSAL    
Offered by Assisting Minister. 

 
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                                 Donna Cotter, Organist 
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20 

 

Serving Today 
Ushers:    Chase Dill and Tom Lewis 
Greeters:    David Henderson and Sonny Lybrand 
Assisting Minister:  Chuck Pegram 
Lector 1:    Catharine Kirby 
Lector 2:    Michelle Meloon 
Acolyte:    Mylea Felicia 
Crucifer:    Maxwell Howell 
Cantor:    Kyle Henderson 
Counters:    Chuck Pegram and Courtney Childers 
Altar Guild:    Donna Norman 
Flowers:   Given by Seth Brandt in celebration of his grandparents,  

Fred and Sarah Brandt 
Sheepdogs:    Brian Ginsberg, Sonny Lybrand, and Seth Brandt 
   Young Youth 2-4pm Mike Miller 
   LCY 4-6pm 
Nursery:    Kaci Cotter and Aurie Dill 

Serving Next Week – September 20, 2026 
Ushers:    Aaron Cornwell and Gordon Johnson 
Greeters:    John and Sharon Fouke 
Assisting Minister:  Catharine Kirby 
Lector 1:    Heather Hester 
Lector 2:    David Henderson 
Acolyte:    Rose Lanning 
Crucifer:    Aurie Dill 
Cantor:    Heather Hester 
Counters:    Cyndi Celinskis and Jennifer Tierce 
Altar Guild:    Barbara Tate 
Flowers:   Given by Sam and Jeri Kleckley in honor of their grandson, 

Clayton’s, first birthday 
Sheepdogs:    Seth Brandt, Tom Lewis, and Beto Damian 
   LCY 4-6pm 
Nursery:    April Jackson and Lily Childers 

NOTES 
    


