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CONFESSING CHRIST, FORMED IN FAITH 

 

In late August, students are preparing to go back to school, and many churches 

gear up for a new year of Christian education. It is a good time to be reminded of the 

heart of Christian formation: conformation and transformation (Rom. 12:2). 

Disciples are formed over time—shaped by learning, worship, and all aspects of 

Christian life in community. As it was for Peter, part of our formation is learning to 

confess Jesus as the Messiah, not only with the right words but also through an 

experience of the living God in Christ. And along with Peter, through such formation 

we also discover who we are in relation to God: After Peter “confesses” Jesus’ identity 

of Messiah, Jesus “confesses” Peter’s identity by calling out his name and vocation. 

Traditionally, Lutheran worship contains two confessions which keep forming us: 

a confession of sin and a confession of faith. In the first, we acknowledge who we are as 

sinner and saint, and in the second, we acknowledge who God is in the mystery of the 

Trinity. Like Peter’s, our own identity is revealed in those truths. And, we might say, we 

are continually formed by and through them. 

Peter’s confession is not a precondition for following Jesus; it comes in the middle 

of his journey of discipleship. Our formation too is a long process—lifelong, in fact—

which begins at baptism (and even before!) and is guided by those who travel before 

and with us. At this time of year, as we explore our own formation, identity, and 

vocation as disciples of Jesus, Isaiah entreats us, “Look to the rock from which you were 

hewn” (51:1). Envisioning Peter the “rock” (Matt. 16:18), we might also consider how we 

are “chips off the old block” of our forebears in faith. 
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Ministers                 The People of Redeemer    
Pastor                     The Rev. Elise T. Stringer  
Parish Administrator                    Mrs. Jackie Pitts 
Director of Music Ministries              Mrs. Donna Cotter  
 

Welcome to Redeemer Lutheran Church in the name of Christ our Lord.  
Welcome Melanie Hendrix from Thrivent Financial. Today we celebrate Rally Day, 

Ministry Fair, and Youth Group Kick Off! 

 
WE WARMLY WELCOME ALL WHO WORSHIP WITH US this Thirteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost. It is our hope and prayer that the God who destroyed death and made 
new life possible on this day will touch and transform your life for all the days to come. 
If you are a guest, please sign the Guest Register in the Narthex.  If you have any 
questions, our ushers will be happy to help you.  

 
IF YOU ARE SEEKING A CHURCH HOME, we invite you to consider making 
Redeemer that home. For more information about Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
becoming a member, and sharing your gifts in ministry, please speak with Pastor Elise 
or contact Jackie Pitts at (864) 877-5876. We will receive New Members again on 
Reformation Sunday, October 25, 2026. 
      
IN ISAIAH THE PEOPLE ARE ADVISED TO LOOK TO THEIR SPIRITUAL 

ANCESTORS AS THE ROCK FROM WHICH THEY WERE HEWN. Jesus declares 

that the church will be built on the rock of Peter’s bold confession of faith. God’s word 

of reconciliation and God’s mercy are keys to the church’s mission. Paul urges us to not 

be conformed to this world but to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice, using our 

individual gifts to build up the body of Christ. From the table we go forth to offer our 

spiritual worship through word and deed. 

 

WE ENTER THIS SANCTUARY WITH REVERENCE FOR GOD  
AND RESPECT FOR THOSE WHO MAY BE IN PRAYER.  

PLEASE SILENCE ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES.  
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PRELUDE                                                                                            Donna Cotter, Organist 
 

 

The prelude is a time for QUIET reflection and prayer. 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE DAY 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the People of God.  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS       
 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at Baptism. 
 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and 
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN       CHRIST IS MADE THE SURE FOUNDATION              ELW #645 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray: O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock 
of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may 
gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

We Sit 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON                                                          Pastor Elise Stringer 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING:   Isaiah 51:1-6 
Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so now God offers comfort to Zion. 
God’s deliverance will come soon and will never end. (not read aloud) 
  

A reading from Isaiah Chapter 51: 
 

 1 Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the LORD. Look to the 
rock from which you were hewn and to the quarry from which you were dug. 2 Look to 
Abraham your father and to Sarah, who bore you, for he was but one when I called him, 
but I blessed him and made him many. 3 For the LORD will comfort Zion; he will comfort 
all her waste places and will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden 
of the LORD; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
 4 Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation, for a teaching will go out 
from me and my justice for a light to the peoples.5 I will bring near my deliverance 
swiftly; my salvation has gone out, and my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands 
wait for me, and for my arm they hope. 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens and look at 
the earth beneath, for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a 
garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats, but my salvation will be forever, 
and my deliverance will never be ended. 
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: 138 (NOT SUNG TODAY) 
O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever. (Ps. 138:8) 
 

 1 I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with | my whole heart; 
  before the gods I will | sing your praise. 
 2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your 
steadfast | love and faithfulness; 
  for you have glorified your name and your word a- | bove all things. 
 3 When I called, you | answered me; 
  you increased my | strength within me. 
 4 All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O LORD, 
  when they have heard the words | of your mouth.  
 5 They will sing of the ways | of the LORD, 
  that great is the glory | of the LORD. 
 6 The LORD is high, yet cares | for the lowly, 
  perceiving the haughty | from afar. 
 7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe; 
  you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right | hand 
shall save me. 
 8 You will make good your pur- | pose for me; 
  O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works | of 
your hands. 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 12:1-8 
In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing lives. Our values and 
viewpoints are not molded by the time in which we live but are transformed by the Spirit’s renewing work. God’s 
grace empowers different forms of service among Christians, but all forms of ministry function to build up the 
body of Christ. (not read aloud) 
 

A reading from Romans Chapter 12: 

 
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to 

present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 
reasonable act of worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the 
renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good 
and acceptable and perfect. 3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you 
not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think but to think with sober 
judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one 
body we have many members and not all the members have the same function, 5 so we, 
who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another.  
 



8 

 

6 We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in 
proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the encourager, 
in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in 
cheerfulness. 
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                         ELW #205 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-20 
At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God,” 
and Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will overcome the very gates of Hades. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 16th Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John 
the Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said 
to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon 
son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father in 
heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the 
gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to 
tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
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THE SERMON                                        Rev. Elise T. Stringer 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY           MY HOPE IS BUILT ON NOTHING LESS                 ELW #596 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Offered by the Assisting Minister  
 
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, 
and all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

God, our rock, you are the foundation on which the church is built. Strengthen and 
encourage your faithful people everywhere they gather, that they boldly proclaim your 
word of life to all the world. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 
You spoke and all creation came into being. Field and forest, wetland and wilderness—
all reveal your glory. Sustain and nourish your creation. Teach us to be wise stewards of 
all you have made. Merciful God,  receive our prayer. 
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You bring deliverance to nations and peoples. Come to the aid of nations experiencing 
war, conflict, disease, famine, and disaster. Guide the work of relief agencies and 
peacemaking organizations. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 
You regard the lowly and hear us when we cry out to you. Be present among all who 
struggle with addiction, housing insecurity, incarceration, and mental illness, may they 
know they are not alone. Hear our prayers for all in need this day especially those on 
our prayer board and those we name before you now. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 
You draw together people with differing gifts. Lift up the many and varied gifts and 
talents of this congregation and strengthen the bonds of fellowship that all may be 
united as the body of Christ. Especially be with us today as we celebrate Rally Day, The 
Ministry Fair , and Youth Group Kick-Off! Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 
Your steadfast love endures forever. We give thanks for the faithful who died in the 
hope of this promise. Strengthen us in faith until the day we join them at your eternal 
banquet. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the 
name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
 

We share a sign of peace with others as we are comfortable. We sit. 
 
 
  

The College Hunks were a HUGE help in  

cleaning out the basement. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

   
MUSICAL OFFERING                       JUST AS I AM                                  Redeemer Choir 
 
OFFERING HYMN              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER  
Offered by the Assisting minister and congregation.  

 
Let us pray: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take 
heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your 
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now 
and forever. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Presiding Minister greets the congregation and invites all present to give thanks. 

 

The Lord be with you.                                     And also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts.         We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.      It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
that we should at all times and in all places  
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,  
through our Savior Jesus Christ;  
who on this day overcame death and the grave,  
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  
And so, with all the choirs of angels,  
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                       ELW #207 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover  
from death to life, as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! Amen. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN:                LAMB OF GOD                          ELW p. 208 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HYMNS DURING COMMUNION    
Congregation is encouraged to sing. 

 
ROCK OF AGES, CLEFT FOR ME                                                                                                   ELW #623 

FAITH OF OUR FATHERS                                                                                                                                       ELW #812 

BREAD OF LIFE FROM HEAVEN                                                                                                           ELW #474 

  
POST COMMUNION BLESSING   
Please stand. 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   
Offered by Assisting Minister. 

 
Let us pray: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are 
filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BLESSING 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
  
REDEEMER’S MISSION  
 
Redeemer's Mission is: A lifelong family ministry of God’s love! 
  
SENDING HYMN               WE ARE ALL ONE IN MISSION                                ELW #576 

                                                                        (printed on next page) 

 
DISMISSAL    
Offered by Assisting Minister. 

 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                                 Donna Cotter, Organist 
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Serving Today 
Ushers:    Wade Tate and Phil Rhoads 
Greeters:    John and Sharon Fouke 
Assisting Minister:  Catharine Kirby 
Lector 1:    David Henderson 
Lector 2:    Kathy Mieczkowski 
Acolyte:    Jones Stringer 
Crucifer:    Owen Smith 
Cantor:    Heather Hester 
Counters:    Rev. Kevin Koger, Harold Neel, and Donna Norman 
Altar Guild:    Brenda Van Putten 
Flowers:    Given by Alan Blake and Jeff McEuen to the glory of God 
Sheepdogs:    Seth Brandt, Phil Rhoads, and BJ King 
   ALL YOUTH BACK TO SCHOOL PARTY 3-5PM 
Nursery:    Jenny Wiggers and Tyndall Stringer 

Serving Next Week – August 30, 2026 
Ushers:    Chase Dill and Tom Lewis 
Greeters:    Aaron Cornwell and Chuck Pegram 
Assisting Minister:  David Henderson 
Lector 1:    Kyle Henderson 
Lector 2:    Al Ludwigson 
Acolyte:    Henry Cotter 
Crucifer:    Anna Smith 
Cantor:    Chrissy Bristow 
Counters:    Rev. Kevin Koger, Harold Neel, and Donna Norman 
Altar Guild:    Paula Ludwigson 
Flowers:    Given by Alan Blake and Jeff McEuen 
Sheepdogs:    Aaron Cornwell, Mike Miller, and Sonny Lybrand 
Nursery:    Jennifer Tierce and Rose Lanning 

NOTES 
 
  
 
 
- 


