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SILENCING THE WIND

In a world filled with noise and empty words, God comes to us as stillness and silence,
even to the point that wind ceases (Matt. 14:32). Jesus walks over stormy waters to his
disciples, entering their boat and being present with them despite their fears and doubts.
Today’s readings encourage us to keep our words spare and meaningful, to lay aside
our little faith with its wordy worries, and to listen for God, who comes to us as quieting
comfort.

The wind blows us powerfully, frighteningly, making even familiar places seem strange,
stirring up the water to obscure our vision and make our journey fearful and slow.
Today Jesus comes to us in our drowning panic, quickly responding to our “Lord, save
me!” (v. 30). The “little faith” (v. 31) of Peter (and our little faith) is not only a chiding to
“do better” in our faith lives and respond to Jesus’ call with discipline. It holds room for
forgiveness. Even when we risk and mess up anyway, God’s hand is there to reach out
and catch us.

To command even the wind to be still is a powerful thing. If a very strong wind suddenly
stopped near one of us, we would probably panic, wondering who did it, whether it was
the calm eye of a storm, or whether a still bigger tornado is coming. But Jesus walked
out upon the water and helped Peter in his fear to return to the boat’s safety and security.
Jesus gives powerful reassurance and the gift of presence. God is not distant from our

fears, but close to keep us safe.




Ministers The People of Redeemer
Pastor The Rev. Elise T. Stringer
Parish Administrator Mrs. Jackie Pitts
Director of Music Ministries Mrs. Donna Cotter

Welcome to Redeemer Lutheran Church in the name of Christ our Lord.

WE WARMLY WELCOME ALL WHO WORSHIP WITH US this Eleventh Sunday
after Pentecost. It is our hope and prayer that the God who destroyed death and made
new life possible on this day will touch and transform your life for all the days to come.
If you are a guest, please sign the Guest Register in the Narthex. If you have any
questions, our ushers will be happy to help you.

IF YOU ARE SEEKING A CHURCH HOME, we invite you to consider making
Redeemer that home. For more information about Redeemer Lutheran Church,

becoming a member, and sharing your gifts in ministry, please speak with Pastor Elise
or contact Jackie Pitts at (864) 877-5876.

ELIJAH FINDS THE PRESENCE OF GOD NOT IN EARTHQUAKE, WIND, OR
FIRE, BUT IN THE SOUND OF SHEER SILENCE. When the disciples face a great
storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”
Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our
fears. In comforting words of scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of the
eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us forth to be a sign of God’s presence to
others.

WE ENTER THIS SANCTUARY WITH REVERENCE FOR GOD
AND RESPECT FOR THOSE WHO MAY BE IN PRAYER.
PLEASE SILENCE ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES.



PRELUDE Donna Cotter, Organist

The prelude is a time for QUIET reflection and prayer.

ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE DAY

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the People of God.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at Baptism.

In the name of the Father,
and of the * Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the
name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.




GATHERING HYMN MY LIFE FLOWS ON IN ENDLESS SONG ELW #763
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1 My life flowson in end - less song; a-bove earth’s lam-en - ta - tion,
2 Through all the tu - mult and the strife, I hear that mu-sic ring - ing.
3  What though my joys and com-fortsdie? The Lord my Sav-ior liv - eth.
4 The  peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a foun-tain ev -er spring-ing!
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I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn that hails a new cre - a - tion.
It finds an ech - o in my soul. How can [ keep from sing-ing?
What though the dark - ness gath-er round?Songs in the night he giv-eth.
All  things are mine since [ am his! How can [ keep from sing-ing?
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Text: Robert Lowry, 1826—1899
Music: HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING, Robert Lowry, alt.
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No storm can shake my in-most calm while to that Rock I'm cling-ing.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE ELW p. 203
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I Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn  prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin  and shame de - par.
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We  come 1o hear your
Pour

liv - ing word: it
out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

saves us from de - spair.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'r; cre - ate in us new hearts!
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I Glo-ry be to  God in heav-en; peace, good-will to  all the ecarth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor -ev - er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
i Ho-ly One we now ac-claim you; Lord a - lone, to  you we call;
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross you died to  save us; now youreign at  God's right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir-it, in the Fa-ther's splen-dor bright.
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For the peace that we

in - her - it,

an - gels bow be -fore you; here on earth our songs we raise,
Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us;

in your prom-ise firm we stand. 6
glo-ry be to God on high!



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray: O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be
afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and
preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

We Sit

CHILDREN’S SERMON Backpack Blessing] Pastor Elise Stringer

WORD

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:9-18

On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God'’s presence — earthquake, wind,
and fire — Elijah now experienced God in “sheer silence.” God assured Elijah that he is not the only faithful
believer. Seven thousand Israelites are still loyal. God instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to anoint
Elisha as his own successor.. (not read aloud)

A reading from 1 Kings Chapter 19:

9 At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave and spent the night there.
Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 1 He
answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts, for the Israelites
have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with
the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.”

11 He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is about
to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and
breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind, and after
the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake, 12and after the
earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer
silence. 13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and
stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are
you doing here, Elijah?” 1 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God
of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and
killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take
it away.” 1> Then the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of
Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram.

16 Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel, and you shall anoint
Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place.
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17Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and whoever escapes from
the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 8Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the
knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: 85:8-13
I will listen to what the Lord God is saying. (Ps. 85:8)

8] will listen to what the LORD | God is saying;
for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their | hearts to
you.
°Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell | in our land.
10Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together;
righteousness and peace have | kissed each other.
11 Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth,
and righteousness shall look | down from heaven.
12The LORD will indeed | grant prosperity,
and our land will | yield its increase.
13 Righteousness shall go be- | fore the LORD
and shall prepare for | God a pathway.

SECOND READING: Romans 10:5-15

A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift received in the
proclamation whose content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Hence Christian proclamation is an indispensable component of God’s saving actions. (not read aloud)

A reading from Romans Chapter 10:

5Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the
person who does these things will live by them.” ¢ But the righteousness that comes from
faith says, “Do not say in your heart, “‘Who will ascend into heaven?” ” (that is, to bring
Christ down) 7“or “Who will descend into the abyss?” ” (that is, to bring Christ up from
the dead). 8 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your
heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), ? because if you confess with your
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead,
you will be saved. 1°For one believes with the heart, leading to righteousness, and one
confesses with the mouth, leading to salvation. ' The scripture says, “No one who
believes in him will be put to shame.”



12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is
generous to all who call on him. ¥ For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall
be saved.” 14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how
are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear
without someone to proclaim him? > And how are they to proclaim him unless they are
sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW #205
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Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: Matthew 14:22-33
Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who fail despite their best
intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they are in trouble and sustains
them in their time of fear and doubt.

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 14th Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

2 [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side [of
the Sea of Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.”” And after he had dismissed the
crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there
alone, > but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the
wind was against them. > And early in the morning he came walking toward them on
the sea. ?° But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying,
“It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. ” But immediately Jesus spoke to them and
said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” *® Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you,
command me to come to you on the water.”
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»’He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came
toward Jesus. *But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and,
beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” °! Jesus immediately reached out his
hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 3> When
they got into the boat, the wind ceased. ** And those in the boat worshiped him, saying,
“Truly you are the Son of God.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

THE SERMON Rev. Elise T. Stringer

HYMN OF THE DAY ETERNAL FATHER, STRONGTO SAVE ELW #756
(printed on next page)

Sunday School is off to a
great start for these Littles.
Thank you Ms. Edith
and Ms. Jessica!
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Eternal Father, Strong to Save

Text: William Whiting, 1825-1878, alt.
Music: MELITA, John B. Dykes, 18231876
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APOSTLES’ CREED

Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles” Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Offered by the Assisting Minister

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need,
and all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.

We pray for the servants of your Gospel in every place, that your word may be heard.
Where your voice is scorned and your people persecuted, strengthen the church in its
faithful witness. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For this world you have created, that all life may flourish. Preserve biodiversity in all its

variety and help ecosystems to survive the extremes of a changing climate. Move our
hearts with compassion to join in this work. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
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For leaders of towns, states, nations, and organizations, and all who are in positions of
authority, that they lead with justice and integrity. Teach us to respond with Christlike
mercy to all who are afraid or in danger. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For all who struggle amid the storms of life, that they find peace and hope in your loving
presence. Comfort any who are lonely and grieving and all who suffer especially those
on our prayer board and those we name before you now. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

For this congregation and its ministries, that they reflect your love and life amid a
turbulent world. Guide council members, Ministry Team Leaders, and other church
members with your still, calm voice. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

We give thanks for the faithful who have gone before us. Guide us in our earthly journey,
that we may one day join them in your eternal kingdom. Merciful God, receive our

prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the
name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

We share a sign of peace with others as we are comfortable. We sit.

B N

e R M 4 1A
o & /i ‘
L / 1 D

The August Ladies” Luncheon at Southside Smokehouse Grille 13




MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

MUSICAL OFFERING
OFFERING HYMN
Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Song
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OFFERING PRAYER
Offered by the Assisting minister and congregation.

Let us pray: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take
heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now
and forever. Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Presiding Minister greets the congregation and invites all present to give thanks.

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW #207
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover
from death to life, as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! Amen.

COMMUNION HYMN: LAMB OF GOD ELW p. 208
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| &  Lamb of God, you bear the sin  of all the world a - way;

2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way:

3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin  of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our  lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.

you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION

Congregation is encouraged to sing.

WHEN PEACE LIKE A RIVER (IT IS WELL WITH MY SOUL) ELW #785
WHAT A FELLOWSHIP, WHAT A JOY DIVINE ELW #774
BREAD OF LIFE FROM HEAVEN ELW #474

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

Please stand.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Offered by Assisting Minister.

Let us pray: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are
filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.
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SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and * give you peace.
Amen.

REDEEMER’S MISSION
Redeemer's Mission is: A lifelong family ministry of God’s love!

SENDING HYMN O GOD, OUR HELP IN AGES PAST ELW #632
(printed on next page)

DISMISSAL
Offered by Assisting Minister.

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! Thanks be to God. Amen.

POSTLUDE Donna Cotter, Organist

NOW TO THE ONE WHO BY THE
"\\ POWER AT WORK WITHIN US IS ABLE
%*A TO ACCOMPLISH ABUNDANTLY FAR
. MORE THAN ALL WE CAN ASK
5 OR IMAGINE.

% EPHESIANS 3:20
\
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O God, Our Help in Ages Past
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5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream,

bears all our years away;
we fly forgotten, as a dream
dies at the op’ning day.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748, alt.
Music: ST. ANNE, William Croft, 16781727

6 O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,
still be our guard while troubles last
and our eternal home!
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Serving Today

Ushers: John and Sharon Fouke

Greeters: Wade and Barbara Tate

Assisting Minister:  Gordon Johnson

Lector 1: Joyce Frid

Lector 2: Harold Neel

Acolyte: Colin Felicia

Crucifer: Clara Cotter

Cantor: Chuck Pegram

Counters: Sonny Lybrand, Brenda Van Putten, and Aaron Cornwell

Altar Guild: Donna Norman

Flowers: Given by David Bradley and Marilyn Barr in honor of students
and educators going back to school

Sheepdogs: Seth Brandt, Chris Felicia, and JJ] Johnson

Nursery: Chrissy Bristow and Lily Childers

Serving Next Week - August 16, 2026

Ushers: Aaron Cornwell and Gordon Johnson

Greeters: Phil and Debbie Rhoads

Assisting Minister: Al Ludwigson

Lector 1: Cecilia Robbins

Lector 2: Brook Bristow

Acolyte: Poppy Lanning

Crucifer: Logan Childers

Cantor: Kyle Henderson

Counters: Sonny Lybrand, Brenda Van Putten, and Aaron Cornwell

Altar Guild: Marilyn Barr

Flowers: Given by David and Edith Henderson in honor of their
56t Wedding Anniversary

Sheepdogs: Michael Lybrand, Sonny Lybrand, and Tom Lewis

Nursery: Liz Miller and Harper Meloon

NOTES
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