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JUDGEMENT AND MERCY 

 

Matthew’s gospel knows little compromise: sheep or goats, wheat or weeds, good or 

evil. Finding the good news of God’s love for all people, for all creation, can be a 

challenge in this book. Today’s Gospel is no exception. Jesus interprets a parable for the 

disciples; he announces that all evildoers will be thrown into the furnace of fire, while 

the righteous will shine like the sun. The “Son of Man” will judge the world. Matthew’s 

phrase “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to . . .” occurs here for the first time 

in this Gospel (Matt. 13:24). Jesus’ parable is a genuine metaphor—it is best viewed as a 

whole with no point-by-point comparison. The kingdom of believers has the same 

potential as those of the world to do good and to do evil. Jesus’ allegorical interpretation 

encourages believers to strive for righteousness and emphasizes God as judge. 

However, in his letter to the church at Rome, Paul focuses on God as merciful judge. He 

proclaims that all creation will be freed from decay and receive redemption. Paul 

reminds us that our hope lies with God, our parent through a spirit of adoption. This 

dichotomous picture of God as judge and giver of mercy began with last Sunday’s texts 

and evidences itself in readings from Romans and Matthew across the next four 

Sundays. In some cases the God of mercy is highlighted in Paul’s letter, at other times in 

the gospel. This good news, however, is always present! 

The exercise of judgment and mercy reflects God’s emphasis on justice over fairness. A 

fair God condemns those who do evil. A just God moves beyond fairness to justice, 

peace, and reconciliation. As evil-doers, sinners, one and all, we are grateful for God’s 

justice towards us and all people. 
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Ministers                 The People of Redeemer    
Pastor                     The Rev. Elise T. Stringer  
Parish Administrator                    Mrs. Jackie Pitts 
Director of Music Ministries              Mrs. Donna Cotter  
 

Welcome to Redeemer Lutheran Church in the name of Christ our Lord.  
We welcome the Rev. Nathan Gragg, Chief Development Officer of Novis Way 

Ministries which is Lutheridge, Lutherock, and Luther Springs. 
Pastor Elise and her family are away on vacation. 

 
WE WARMLY WELCOME ALL WHO WORSHIP WITH US this Eighth Sunday after 
Pentecost. It is our hope and prayer that the God who destroyed death and made new 
life possible on this day will touch and transform your life for all the days to come. If 
you are a guest, please sign the Guest Register in the Narthex.  If you have any questions, 
our ushers will be happy to help you.  

 
IF YOU ARE SEEKING A CHURCH HOME, we invite you to consider making 
Redeemer that home. For more information about Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
becoming a member, and sharing your gifts in ministry, please speak with Pastor Elise 
or contact Jackie Pitts at (864) 877-5876.  
      
IT IS AN AGE-OLD QUESTION: WHY IS THERE EVIL IN THE WORLD? In the 

parable of the wheat and the weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together until the 

harvest. With Paul, we long for the day that all creation will be set free from bondage 

and suffering. Having both weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in 

the promises of God, and from the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice 

and mercy. 

 

WE ENTER THIS SANCTUARY WITH REVERENCE FOR GOD  
AND RESPECT FOR THOSE WHO MAY BE IN PRAYER.  

PLEASE SILENCE ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES.  
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PRELUDE                                                                                            Donna Cotter, Organist 
 

 

The prelude is a time for QUIET reflection and prayer. 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE DAY 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the People of God.  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS       
 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at Baptism. 
 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and 
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN                      PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING                                ELW #589 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

KYRIE                                                                                                                            ELW p. 203 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                                                                             ELW p. 204 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray: Faithful God, most merciful Father, you care for your children with grace 
and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be 
rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
We Sit 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON                            Pastor Nathan Gragg 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING:   Isaiah 44:6-8 
There are no other gods besides God: the word of the Lord does not fail to come to pass. We can trust in God, 
through whom Israel—and we—are redeemed. (not read aloud) 

  
A reading from Isaiah Chapter 44: 
 

6 Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: I 
am the first, and I am the last; besides me there is no god. 7 Who is like me? Let them 
proclaim it; let them declare and set it forth before me. Who has announced from of old 
the things to come? Let them tell us what is yet to be. 8 Do not fear or be afraid; have I 
not told you from of old and declared it? You are my witnesses! Is there any god 
besides me? There is no other rock; I know not one.  
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: 86:11-17 
Teach me your way, O Lord, and I will walk in your truth. (Ps. 86:11) 

 
 11 Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk | in your truth; 
  give me an undivided heart to re- | vere your name. 
 12 I will thank you, O Lord my God, with | all my heart, 
  and glorify your name for- | evermore.  
 13 For great is your | love toward me; 
  you have delivered me from the | pit of death. 
 14 The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people | seeks my 
life; 
  they have not set you be- | fore their eyes. 
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 15 But you, O Lord, are gracious and full | of compassion, 
  slow to anger, and full of kind- | ness and truth. 
 16 Turn to me and have mer- | cy on me; 
  give your strength to your servant, and save the child | of your handmaid. 
 17 Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be | put 
to shame; 
  because you, LORD, have helped me and com- | forted me. 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-25 
For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which enables us to pray as God’s 
children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us unseen hope that God will liberate us and creation 
from bondage to death and decay. (not read aloud) 
 
A reading from Romans Chapter 8: 

 
12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live according 

to the flesh—13 for if you live according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the Spirit you 
put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of 
God are children of God. 15 For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into 
fear, but you received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 it is that very 
Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then 
heirs: heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if we in fact suffer with him so that we 
may also be glorified with him. 18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are 
not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits 
with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God, 20 for the creation was 
subjected to futility, not of its own will, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in 
hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its enslavement to decay and will 
obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 We know that the whole 
creation has been groaning together as it suffers together the pains of labor, 23 and not 
only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly 
while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in hope we were saved. 
Now hope that is seen is not hope, for who hopes for what one already sees? 25 But if we 
hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                         ELW #205 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment will remove all evildoers 
and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history. 

 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 13th Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
24 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may 

be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field,25 but while everybody was 
asleep an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and then went away. 26 So 
when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27 And the 
slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28 He answered, ‘An enemy has 
done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29 But 
he replied, ‘No, for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. 30 Let both of them grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell 
the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather 
the wheat into my barn.’ ” 36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his 
disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the 
field.” 37 He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38 the field 
is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the 
children of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the 
end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are collected and burned 
up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 
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41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes 
of sin and all evildoers, 42 and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there 
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in 
the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
THE SERMON                                             Rev. Elise Stringer 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY         FOR THE FRUIT OF ALL CREATION                         ELW #679 

(printed on next page) 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our group at Kairos Confirmation Camp at Lutheridge. 
Pictured left to right: Courtney Childers, Armands Ceips, 

 Jones Stringer, Logan Childers, Anna Smith, Ava Ceips, and Pastor Elise 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Offered by the Assisting Minister  
 
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all of creation. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
God our source, protect your church from those who sow weeds among the wheat. 
Where we trade grace for judgment, restore us, and where we get lost among the 
complexities of life, guide us. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 
God our creator, sustain creation in places not easily seen; the depths of oceans, 
microscopic plants and animals, galaxies beyond our own. May we share earth’s 
dedication to hope for what we do not yet see. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
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God our soil, we yearn to live on your lands and waters with justice and in 
righteousness. Renew the hearts of all in authority, that our leaders guide wisely toward 
the flourishing of all. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 
God our rock, be a source of consistency for those whose lives have been uprooted by 
war, eviction, global climate change, unemployment, harassment, false witness to their 
character, or illness or injury. We pray especially for those on our prayer board and those 
we name before you now. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 
God our teacher, guide and provide for all summer camp staff and campers, daycare 
professionals, librarians, summer school educators and coaches, teachers preparing for 
the coming academic year, and youth becoming first-time babysitters. God of grace, 
hear our prayer.  
 
God our hope, the message of your salvation is planted among us in all times and places. 
We give you thanks for the witness of all the saints who shine like the sun in your 
presence. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 
Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our 
cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 
 

We share a sign of peace with others as we are comfortable. We sit. 
 
 
 

THANK YOU to our volunteers at last 
Sunday’s Soup Kitchen! 
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 MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

   
MUSICAL OFFERING               
 
OFFERING HYMN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER  
Offered by the Assisting minister and congregation.  

 
Let us pray: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take 
heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your 
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now 
and forever. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Presiding Minister greets the congregation and invites all present to give thanks. 

 

The Lord be with you.                                     And also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts.         We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.      It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
that we should at all times and in all places  
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,  
through our Savior Jesus Christ;  
who on this day overcame death and the grave,  
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  
And so, with all the choirs of angels,  
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                       ELW #207 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover  
from death to life, as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! Amen. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN:                LAMB OF GOD                          ELW p. 208 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HYMNS DURING COMMUNION    
Congregation is encouraged to sing. 

 
LET US BREAK BREAD TOGETHER                                                                    ELW #471 

ONE BREAD, ONE BODY                                                                                                                                     ELW #496 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING   
Please stand. 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   
Offered by Assisting Minister. 

 
Let us pray: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are 
filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BLESSING 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
  
REDEEMER’S MISSION  
 
Redeemer's Mission is: A lifelong family ministry of God’s love! 
  
SENDING HYMN             O HOLY SPIRIT, ROOT OF LIFE                                 ELW #399 

                                                                        (printed on next page) 

 
DISMISSAL    
Offered by Assisting Minister. 

 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                                 Donna Cotter, Organist 
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Serving Today 
Ushers:    John and Sharon Fouke 
Greeters:    John and Sharon Fouke 
Assisting Minister:  Harold Neel 
Lector 1:    Renee Phillips 
Lector 2:    Catharine Kirby 
Acolyte:    Armands Ceips 
Crucifer:    Rose Lanning 
Cantor:    Chuck Pegram 
Counters:    Chuck Pegram and Courtney Childers 
Altar Guild:    Marilyn Barr 
Flowers:    Given by Maxine Howell in memory of David Howell 
Sheepdogs:    Michael Lybrand, Sonny Lybrand, and Aaron Cornwell 
   Young Youth 3-5pm 
   Mike Miller and Brian Ginsberg 
Nursery:    Kim Zumstein and Hannah Hester 

Serving Next Week –July 26, 2026 
Ushers:    Wade Tate and Phil Rhoads 
Greeters:    John and Sharon Fouke 
Assisting Minister:  Al Ludwigson 
Lector 1:    Joyce Frid 
Lector 2:    Elaine Finley 
Acolyte:    Ava Ceips 
Crucifer:    Mylea Felicia 
Cantor:    Heather Hester 
Counters:    Cyndi Celinskis and Jennifer Tierce 
Altar Guild:    Paula Ludwigson 
Flowers:    Given by Vallorie Poznanski in memory of  
Sheepdogs:    Phil Rhoads, Seth Brandt, and Renee Phillips 
Nursery:    Kaci Cotter and Rose Lanning 

NOTES 
 
  
 
 
 


