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LIGHT, WARMTH, AND WATERING 

The weeks of summer coincide with the beginning of the Pentecost season. Summer 

brings sunny warmth, growing crops, and the promise of harvest: images of the Holy 

Spirit’s presence and activity in our lives, the church, and the world. Hosea speaks of 

God’s presence as the dawn, as a gentle shower, as light. In our life together as a 

community of faith, what needs light, warmth, and watering to grow and flourish? How 

might we be attentive to others’ needs to receive this nourishment through God’s words 

of life and holy supper? 

In the Bible, Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel, Hannah, and Elizabeth are all described as having 

been barren. Using this image in narrative was a way to give only to God power over 

life. Paul continues this theme when he wrote of Sarah’s barren womb and Abraham’s 

faith in the promises of God. 

The gospel presents four images for our consideration: Jesus calling Matthew to 

abandon his tax booth; Jesus eating with disreputable people; Jesus healing a bleeding 

woman; and Jesus raising a girl from the dead. Anthropologists report that many 

societies, in both past and present, maintain strict rules about what to do with bodily 

wastes and discharges. In response to what they understood as the laws given by God, 

Jews isolated persons who were bleeding. Perhaps many menstruating women were 

contented to be released from social tasks during their menstrual cycle, but Matthew 

says that this isolation lasted for twelve years—twelve being the number meant to 

suggest completion or perfection. The narrative of Jesus healing the bleeding woman 

touches on several issues: a woman refusing to obey the rules; the power of Jesus to turn 

dying into living; the Christian call to reexamine religious tradition. Today’s gospel 

gives a further example: Jesus joins the unclean by touching a dead body, something the 

law of God forbade. 
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Ministers             The People of Redeemer    
Pastor                 The Rev. Elise T. Stringer  
Parish Administrator                Mrs. Jackie Pitts 
Director of Music Ministries           Mrs. Donna Cotter  
 

Welcome to Redeemer Lutheran Church in the name of Christ our Lord.  

Today we welcome Rev. Kevin Koger and Kim Colon while  
Pastor Elise and Donna are on vacation. 

 

WE WARMLY WELCOME ALL WHO WORSHIP WITH US this Second Sunday after 
Pentecost. It is our hope and prayer that the God who destroyed death and made new 
life possible on this day will touch and transform your life for all the days to come. If 
you are a guest, please sign the Guest Register in the Narthex.  If you have any questions, 
our ushers will be happy to help you.  
 
IF YOU ARE SEEKING A CHURCH HOME, we invite you to consider making 
Redeemer that home. For more information about Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
becoming a member, and sharing your gifts in ministry, please speak with Pastor Elise 
or contact Jackie Pitts at (864) 877-5876.  
      
THOUGH JESUS WAS A DEVOUT JEW WHO PRACTICED HIS FAITH, HE WAS 

CRITICIZED FOR EATING WITH TAX COLLECTORS AND SINNERS—THE 

RELIGIOUSLY NONOBSERVANT. Jesus criticizes the self-righteous and reminds us 

that mercy is to be at the heart of our religious practices. God continues to be made 

known in those on the margins of society, like Matthew the tax collector and the 

hemorrhaging woman. As we gather each Lord’s day we receive the healing that makes 

us well and sends us forth to be signs of God’s mercy for the world. 
 

 

 

WE ENTER THIS SANCTUARY WITH REVERENCE FOR GOD  
AND RESPECT FOR THOSE WHO MAY BE IN PRAYER.  

PLEASE SILENCE ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES.  
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PRELUDE                                                                                                    Kim Colon, Pianist 
 

 

The prelude is a time for QUIET reflection and prayer. 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE DAY 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the People of God.  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS       
 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at Baptism. 
 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and 
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN                                    MORNING HAS BROKEN                             ELW #556 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

KYRIE                                                                                                                            ELW p. 203 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                                                                             ELW p. 204 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray: O God, you are the source of life and the ground of our being. By the power 
of your Spirit bring healing to this wounded world, and raise us to the new life of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
We Sit 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON                          Ms. Kathy Koger 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING:   Hosea 5:15—6:6 
Because the people have trusted in military powers and not God, God decides to withdraw from the scene until 
Israel acknowledges its guilt and seeks God’s face. The response of the people does not acknowledge this guilt and 
is as fickle as fog or dew burned away quickly by the sun. God desires loyalty rather than words or meaningless 
deeds. (not read aloud) 

 
A reading from Hosea Chapter 5: 
 

15 I will return again to my place until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my 
face. In their distress they will beg my favor:  
  6:1 “Come, let us return to the Lord, for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us; 
he has struck down, and he will bind us up. 2 After two days he will revive us; on the 
third day he will raise us up, that we may live before him. 3 Let us know, let us press on 
to know the Lord; his appearing is as sure as the dawn; he will come to us like the 
showers, like the spring rains that water the earth.” 
 4 What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? What shall I do with you, O Judah? Your love 
is like a morning cloud, like the dew that goes away early. 5 Therefore I have hewn them 
by the prophets; I have killed them by the words of my mouth, and my judgment goes 
forth as the light. 6 For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God 
rather than burnt offerings. 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 50:7-15 
Call upon me in the day of trouble, says your God. (Ps. 50:15) 

 
 7 “Listen, my people, and I will speak: Israel, I will bear wit- | ness against you; 
  for I am | God, your God. 
 8 I do not accuse you because | of your sacrifices; 
  your burnt offerings are al- | ways before me. 
 9 I will not accept a calf | from your stalls, 
  nor goats | from your pens; 
 10 for all the wild animals of the for- | est are mine, 
  the cattle on a | thousand hills.  
 11 I know every bird | of the mountains, 
  and the creatures of the | fields are mine. 
 12 If I were hungry, I | would not tell you, 
  for the whole world is mine and all | that is in it. 
 13 Do you think I eat the | flesh of bulls, 
  or drink the | blood of goats? 
 14 Offer to God a sacrifice | of thanksgiving 
  and make good your vows to | the Most High. 
 15 Call upon me in the | day of trouble; 
  I will deliver you, and you shall | honor me. 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 4:13-25 
Paul presents Abraham as a living model of right relationships. For Abraham and for us, a right relationship 
with God involves trusting that God’s promises will be fulfilled because God makes the dead alive and calls into 
existence what otherwise does not exist. (not read aloud) 
 
A reading from Romans Chapter 4: 
 
13 The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the 
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For 
the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there transgression. 
  16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace, so 
that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but 
also to those who share the faith of Abraham (who is the father of all of us, 17 as it is 
written, “I have made you the father of many nations”), in the presence of the God in 
whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do 
not exist. 18 Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many 
nations,” according to what was said, “So shall your descendants be.”  
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19 He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as 
good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), and the barrenness of Sarah’s 
womb. 20 No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew 
strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21 being fully convinced that God was able to 
do what he had promised. 22 Therefore “it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 
  23 Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake 
alone 24 but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus 
our Lord from the dead, 25 who was handed over for our trespasses and was raised for 
our justification. 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                         ELW #205 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26 
Jesus demonstrates God’s mercy and power, accepting the unacceptable and curing the incurable. Even the dead 
receive new life. 

 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 9th Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
9 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax-

collection station, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him. 
       10 And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and 
were sitting with Jesus and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his 
disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”  
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12 But when he heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a 
physician, but those who are sick. 13 Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not 
sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the righteous but sinners.”                                                                 
    18 While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader came in and knelt 
before him, saying, “My daughter has just died, but come and lay your hand on her, and 
she will live.” 19 And Jesus got up and followed him, with his disciples.  

20 Then suddenly a woman who had been suffering from a flow of blood for twelve 
years came up behind him and touched the fringe of his cloak, 21 for she was saying to 
herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be made well.” 22 Jesus turned, and seeing her he 
said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” And the woman was made 
well from that moment. 23 When Jesus came to the leader’s house and saw the flute 
players and the crowd making a commotion, 24 he said, “Go away, for the girl is not dead 
but sleeping.” And they laughed at him. 25 But when the crowd had been put outside, he 
went in and took her by the hand, and the girl got up. 26 And the report of this spread 
through all of that district. 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
THE SERMON                                              Rev. Kevin Koger 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                      HERE I AM, LORD                                           ELW #574 

(printed on next page) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Offered by the Assisting Minister  
 

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the 
world. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
God of mercy, you call us to a life filled with acts of mercy. Ground us in following 
Christ, that we might extend the mercy we receive. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 
God of creation, all you have made is yours. Revive lands in need of healing and make 
us wise stewards of all you have given us to tend. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 
God of the nations, you promise to deliver those who call on you. Bring an end to 
conflict, and injustice in all their forms wherever they are found. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
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God of comfort, you provide for those in need. Bring an end to addiction. Comfort 
people as they mourn. Provide tenderly for those in need especially those on our prayer 
board and those we name before you now. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 
God of blessings, you send the Holy Spirit to provide varieties of gifts in the body of 
Christ. Accompany those who travel this summer, make our gatherings joyous, and 
grant us a spirit of hospitality and togetherness. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
God of life, we give you thanks for saints whose lives revealed your faithfulness. May 
remembering their faithfulness strengthen our own. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to 
you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. 
 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 
 

We share a sign of peace with others as we are comfortable. We sit. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

   
MUSICAL OFFERING                                                                                 Kim Colon, Pianist 
 
OFFERING HYMN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER  
Offered by the Assisting minister and congregation.  

 
Let us pray: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take 
heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your 
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now 
and forever. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Presiding Minister greets the congregation and invites all present to give thanks. 

 

The Lord be with you.                                     And also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts.         We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.      It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. 
You reveal your glory 
as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: 
equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, 
ever to be adored in your eternal glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                           ELW #207 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover  
from death to life, as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! Amen. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN:                LAMB OF GOD                          ELW p. 208 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HYMNS DURING COMMUNION    
Congregation is encouraged to sing. 

 
DRAW US IN THE SPIRIT’S TETHER                                                                        ELW #470 

LORD JESUS CHRIST, LOVER OF ALL                                                  ACS #1010 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING   
Please stand. 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   
Offered by Assisting Minister. 

 
Let us pray:  Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are 
filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BLESSING 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
  
REDEEMER’S MISSION  
 
Redeemers Mission is: A lifelong family ministry of God’s love! 
  
SENDING HYMN               I’M SO GLAD JESUS LIFTED ME                              ELW #860 

(printed on next page) 

 
DISMISSAL    
Offered by Assisting Minister. 

 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the Good News! Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                                         Kim Colon, Pianist 
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Serving Today 
Ushers:    Brad Van Putten and Marc Karrmann 
Greeters:    Wade and Barbara Tate 
Assisting Minister:  Nancy Stires 
Lector 1:    Harold Neel (needs a sub) 
Lector 2:    Chuck Pegram 
Acolyte:    Clara Cotter 
Crucifer:    Harper Meloon 
Cantor:    Cecilia Robbins 
Counters:    Sonny Lybrand, Brenda Van Putten, and Aaron Cornwell 
Altar Guild:    Donna Norman 
Flowers:   Given by Tom and Nancy Stires in honor of their  

46th wedding anniversary 
Sheepdog:    Chris Felicia, Brian Ginsberg, and Aaron Cornwell 
Nursery:    Hannah Hester and Rose Lanning 

Serving Next Week –June 14, 2026 
Ushers:    John and Sharon Fouke 
Greeters:    Sonny Lybrand and Chuck Pegram 
Assisting Minister:  David Henderson 
Lector 1:    Michelle Meloon 
Lector 2:    Cecilia Robbins 
Acolyte:    Colin Felicia 
Crucifer:    Jones Stringer 
Cantor:    Kyle Henderson 
Counters:    Chuck Pegram and Courtney Childers 
Altar Guild:    Marilyn Barr 
Flowers:    Given by John and Gayle Gremillion in honor of their  
                                         son’s wedding 
Sheepdog:    Sonny Lybrand, Michael Lybrand, and Phil Rhoads 
Nursery:    Kaci Cotter and Hannah Hester 

NOTES 
 
  
 
 


