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Ministers        The People of Redeemer  
Pastor              The Rev. Elise T. Stringer  
Parish Administrator      Mrs. Jackie Pitts 

          Director of Music Ministries   Mrs. Donna Cotter 
 

Welcome to Redeemer Lutheran Church in the name of Christ our Lord. 
 

WE WELCOME YOU WARMLY into our family of faith on this holy night. As we 
remember together our Lord's reconciling love acted out on this night, it is our prayer 
that we may grow closer to Him and to one another. May this Crucified and Risen Christ 
touch and transform your life-through these Three Days and all year long!  
 

IF YOU ARE SEEKING A CHURCH HOME, we invite you to consider making 
Redeemer that home. For more information about the Church, becoming a member, and 
sharing your gifts in ministry, please speak with Pastor Elise or contact the Church 
Office at (864) 877-5876.  
 

LIFE AND DEATH STAND SIDE BY SIDE as we enter into Good Friday. In Matthew’s 
passion account, Jesus reveals the power and glory of God, even as he is put on trial and 
sentenced to death. Standing with the disciples at the foot of the cross, we pray for the 
whole world in the ancient bidding prayer, as Christ’s death offers life to all. We gather 
in solemn devotion, but always with the promise that the tree around which we gather 
is indeed a tree of life. We depart silently, and we anticipate the culmination of the Three 
Days in the Easter Vigil. 
 

JOIN US FOR EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE at 7:00 am this Sunday, April 5. We will 
celebrate Holy Communion and an abbreviated Worship at the Scatter Garden or in the 
Picnic Shelter if it rains. 
 

YOU’RE INVITED TO ENJOY AN EASTER BREAKFAST between the services, 
beginning at 8:30am. Gather in the Fellowship Hall for a Potluck Breakfast with your 
church family, juice and coffee will be provided. If you are willing and able, you’re 
invited to bring other simple breakfast dishes to share. Clean-up will be a community 
effort. Thank you!   
 

JOIN US FOR EASTER FESTIVAL WORSHIP at 10:00 am this Sunday, April 5. We 
will celebrate Holy Communion, Flower the beautiful Cross outside the main entrance 
doors, and welcome new members! The Pray Grounds (quiet play areas in the back 
corners of the Church) will be open and refreshed on Easter Day! The nursery is also 
available for children under four years old, who may need a break from Worship.   
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It Is Finished 
 

Throughout his ministry Jesus turned things on their heads: the last became first, the 

poor were blessed, the blind could see. In parable and miracle Jesus brought a dominion 

that was set against the kingdoms of this world. In the circumstances of his death, he 

did away with the accepted structures of power and weakness, justice and retribution. 

Jesus’ crucifixion was the ultimate manifestation of the paradox of the dominion of God: 

the king who only days before rode triumphantly into the royal city is crucified as a 

criminal. The Messiah is a suffering servant. The Son of God is willing to die so that we 

can live. 

 

John’s gospel tells the story of how God accomplished, in Jesus, the fulfillment of 

scriptural prophecy about the one who would bring God’s people into reconciliation 

with God’s own self. In the story of the passion, Jesus’ inexorable journey toward the 

cross, which is the culmination of this prophecy, picks up speed. Then, with Jesus’ dying 

breath, the journey is over. With the words “It is finished,” Jesus’ mission is complete. 

His passion and his suffering are finished; the centuries-long wait for the Messiah is 

finished. God’s ultimate disruption of our efforts to save ourselves, and the astounding 

reversal of human expectations, is accomplished. 

 

On this day, as we meditate on the consequences of God’s sacrifice, the church proclaims 

the good news that the cross of Christ is not only necessary, but also sufficient for our 

salvation. With the command of Maundy Thursday lingering in our ears and hearts, 

Good Friday reminds us that the freedom to obey Jesus comes as a gift from God through 

the cross of Christ. At the cross, our old life of captivity to sin is finished, and our new 

life of discipleship begins. 
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TENEBRAE: A SERVICE OF SHADOWS 
BY HEATHER SORENSON 
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THE PRELUDE                    O SACRED HEAD                             Lisa Hastings, Cello 

                                                                                              Donna Cotter, Piano  

 
The Prelude is a time for QUIET reflection and prayer. 

 
THE ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE NIGHT 

 

GATHERING 
Paraments, banners, flowers, and other decorations have been removed from the worship space.  

 
GREETING 
Congregation standing  

 

Blessed be the name of the Lord our God.  
Who redeems us from sin and death.  
For us and for our salvation,  
Christ became obedient unto death, even death on the cross.  
Blessed be the name of the Lord.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray: Almighty God, look with loving mercy on your family, for whom our Lord 
Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given over to the hands of sinners, and to 
suffer death on the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
HYMN                O SACRED HEAD, NOW WOUNDED                          ELW #351     

(printed on next page) 
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A BIDDING PRAYER 

 
Dear people of God, in this Holy Week let us hear once more of our Lord’s passion and 
death. With heart and mind let us go to Gethsemane, and to the halls of judgment and, 
yes, even to the hill of Calvary. 
 
Let us hear in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose in Christ’s suffering and 
his ultimate sacrifice for all humankind. 
 
But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world; for peace and justice on earth; for 
the unity and mission of the Church for which he died. 
 
Let us remember, in Christ’s name, the poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry and the 
oppressed, all who are sick and who mourn, the lonely and unloved, the aged and little 
children, as well as those who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
We remember all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore, and in a greater 
light, that multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the crucified and 
risen Lord. 
 
Let us pray that we may be taught humility as we remember Christ’s humiliation, that 
we may be taught obedience as we remember Christ’s obedience unto death, and that 
we might be taught to love one another as we remember Christ’s love for all people. 
 
Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask, as we pray 
the prayer of his heart: 
 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name;  
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen 
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THE SOLEMN REPROACHES OF THE CROSS 

 
O my people, O my church, 
what have I done to you, 
or in what have I offended you 
that you should testify against me? 
I led you forth from the land of Egypt 
and delivered you by the waters of Baptism, 
but you have prepared a cross for your Savior.  
 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
I led you through the desert forty years, 
and fed you manna;  
I brought you through tribulation and pestilence, 
and gave you my body, the bread of heaven, 
but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 
 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
What more could I have done for you 
that I have not done? 
I planted you , my chosen and fairest vineyard,  
I made you the branches of my vine;  
but when I was thirsty, you gave me vinegar to drink 
and pierced with a spear the side of your Savior, 
and you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 
 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
I went before you in a pillar of cloud, 
and you have led me to the judgement hall of Pilate. 
I scourged your enemies and brought you to a land of freedom, 
but you have scourged, mocked, and beaten me. 
I gave you the water of salvation from the rock,  
but you  have given me gall and left me to thirst, 
and you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 
 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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I gave you a royal scepter, 
and bestowed the keys to the kingdom, 
but you have given me a crown of thorns.  
I raised you on high with great power,  
but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 
 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
My peace I gave, which the world cannot give, 
and washed your feet as a sign of my love, 
but you draw the sword to strike in my name 
and seek high places in my kingdom. 
I offered you my body and blood, 
but you scatter and deny and abandon me, 
and you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 
 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
I sent the Spirit of truth to guide you,  
and you close your heart to the Counselor. 
I pray that all may be one in the Father and me, 
but you continue to quarrel and divide. 
I call you to go and bring forth fruit, 
but you cast lots for my clothing, 
and you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 
 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
I came to you as the least of your brothers and sisters; 
I was hungry and you gave me no food, 
I was thirsty and you gave me no drink,  
I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, 
naked and you did not clothe me, 
sick and in prison and you did not visit me, 
and you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 
 
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, 
have mercy upon us. Amen. 
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A SERVICE OF SHADOWS                             
 

THE SHADOW OF LONELINESS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

READER 2: 
Matthew 26: 42-45                      The Childers Family 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANTHEM                                              STAY WITH ME                                              CHOIR 
 

*At the conclusion of the Choir Anthem, the Pastor extinguishes the farthest left candle* 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matthew 26:36-41 The Grant Family 
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THE SHADOW OF DESERTION 
 
 
 

READER 3: 
Matthew 26: 47-51                          The Cotter Family 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

READER 4: 
Matthew 26: 52-56                      The Johnson Family 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HYMN                                           MY JESUS, I LOVE THEE                 CONGREGATION  
(vs. 1 and 2) 

(printed on next page) 

 
*At the conclusion of the hymn, the Pastor extinguishes the farthest right candle* 
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THE SHADOW OF ACCUSATION AND DENIAL 

 
READER 5: 
Matthew 26 excerpts                                 The Bristow Family 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
READER 6: 
Matthew 26 excerpts                                  The Hester Family 
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PASTOR: 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PASTOR AND CONGREGATION: PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

 

 
 

P: 

P: 

P: 

P: 
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 ANTHEM                 SEARCH ME, O GOD: A PSALM OF HUMILITY      
                                                                                                            REDEEMER CHOIR AND ENSEMBLE 
 

*At the conclusion of the hymn, the Pastor extinguishes the left candle* 
 

THE SHADOW OF HUMILIATION AND CRUCIFIXION 

 
READER 7: 
Mark 15:12-20, 29-32                                            Marilyn Barr 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P: 

P: 

P: 

P: 
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HYMN                                          MY JESUS, I LOVE THEE                  CONGREGATION 

(vs. 3 and 4) 
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Mark 15:12-20, 29-32                                          Brook Bristow 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*At the conclusion of the reading, the Pastor extinguishes the right candle* 
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HYMN                          FAR REACHING IS THE FATHER’S LOVE    CONGREGATION 
(Sung to the tune of Amazing Grace) 

 

Far reaching is the Father’s love, beyond all height and depth, 
Way past the sin that others see and secrets we have kept. 
 

Wide ranging is the Father’s love, extensive, boundless, vast. 
He draws His children in His arms, forgiving all their past. 
 

Expansive is the Father’s love, around below, above 
In every place, at any time, in all things God is love. 
 
PASTOR:  Explanation of end of service symbolism 
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THE SHADOW OF DEATH 

 
READER 8: 
Matthew 27 excerpts                                 The Meloon Family 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ANTHEM                              UNTIL YOU SAVE THE WORLD        
                                                                                                             KIM COLON, SOLOIST 
 

*At the conclusion of the reading, the Pastor extinguishes the last candle* 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

 
STREPITUS 

Pastor: It is finished.  Amen 
 
SILENCE 
 
HANDBELL 

 
Congregation stands 
 
May Jesus Christ who for our sake became obedient unto death, yes, even death on a 
cross, keep you and strengthen you this night, and forevermore. 

 
 
 

(All leave in silence) 
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Thank you to our guest musicians. 
 

Lisa Hastings, Cello 
Kim Colon, Vocalist 

Isabelle Colon, Vocalist 
Amelia Colon, Vocalist 
Hayes Oliver, Vocalist 

Jeffrey Stringer, Vocalist 
Sara Owens, Vocalist 

 
Conductor: Thomas Cotter 

 
*A very thank you to Redeemer Choir for their hard work and dedication.* 


